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1  Uber  die  Schulmeister  in  Echterdingen  geben  die  Visitationsprotokolle  Auskunft  die 
von  Felix  Burkhardt  in  einem  im  Stadtarchiv  Leinfelden-Echterdingen  liegenden 
Manuskript  ..Vierhundert  Jahre  Echterdinger  Schulgeschichte..  ausgewertet  wurden 

2  Die  rechtlichen  Grundlagen  zum  Thema  Kirchenstuhle  finden  sich  be.  August 
Ludwig  Reyscher.  Sammlung  der  wurttembergischen  Gesetze,  Band  8,  Tubingen 
1834  unter  der  Nr  83  zunachst  eine  1640  fur  Stuttgart  erlassene  Kirchenstunl- 
Ordnung  schlieBlich  unter  Nr.  237  die  allgemeine  Kirchenstuhl-Ordnung  von  1733. 
Diese  Angaben  verdanke  ich  der  freundlichen  Mitteilung  von  Herm  Dr.  Hermann 
Ehmer  Fur  weitere  Hinweise  zum  Thema  danke  ich  Herrn  Thilo  Dinkel.  Beide  Ge- 
wahrsleute  betonen,  dass  brtliche  Besonderheiten  und  das  Gewohnheitsrecht  bei 
der  Besetzung  der  KirchenstOhle  eine  wichtige  Rolle  spielten. 

3  Hierzu  nahere  AusfOhrungen  in:  Phillipp  Matthaus  Hahn,  Echterdinger  Verkundbuch 
1 781  -1 790.  Transkription  der  Handschrift,  bearbeitet  und  kommentiert  von  Eberhard 
Gutekunst  Stuttgart  1990.  Insbesondere  die  Anmerkungen  15,  38,  44,  78  und  82,  in 
denen  Passagen  aus  den  Kirchenkonventsprotokollen  zitiert  werden,  nehmen  auf 
den  genannten  Fall  Bezug. 


Der  Physiker  Albert  Einstein  und  die  Buchauer  Einstein 

Von  George  Arnstein 

Einstein  war  ein  bekannter  Name  im  deutschen  SCidwesten,  in  Schwa- 
ben,  besonders  in  Laupheim  und  Buchau.  Die  beiden  Stadte  wetteifer- 
ten  im  19.  Jahrhundert  urn  die  groBte  judische  Gemeinde.  Laupheim 
war  groBer,  doch  wurde  die  dortige  judische  Gemeinde  im  Jahr  1730 
vor  allem  durch  Einwanderer  aus  Buchau  gegrundet.  Als  letzter  wurde 
im  judischen  Friedhof  von  Bad  Buchau  Siegbert  Einstein  begraben.  Er 
war  Rechtsanwalt  und  wurde  in  der  NS-Zeit  deportiert,  kehrte  dann 
aber  wieder  nach  Buchau  zuruck  und  war  dort  auch  stellvertretender 
Burgermeister. 

Der  alteste  judische  Einwohner  in  Buchau  war  Boris  Moyses  Ainstein, 
sicherlich  ein  Vorfahre  von  Siegbert  Einstein  und  dem  Physiker  und 
Nobelpreistrager  Albert  Einstein  wie  auch  den  zahlreichen  anderen 
Einstein  in  und  aus  Buchau.  In  zahlreichen  judischen  Familien  wird 
naturlich  behauptet,  dass  man  mit  dem  Physiker  Albert  Einstein  irgend- 
wie  verwandt  ist,  was  manchmal  sogar  zutrifft,  auch  wenn  naturlich  nur 
sehrweitlaufig. 
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Mitteilungen  des  Vereinsfuer  Anhaltische  Landeskunde  8.  Jahrgang,  1999 
Includes:  "Juden  aus  Sandersleben:  Bis  nach  Amerika"  translated  below  by  George  E.  Arnstein. 
Pp.  146-151.  With  a  translation  of  Richard  Liepmanssohn's  hand  written  family  history,  and 
partial  list  of  descendants.  The  account  follows  two  earlier  articles  by  Peter  Puschendorf  "Juden  in 
Sandersleben"  Part  1  and  2,  same  Mitteilungen  1;76-91,  2;  125- 150. 


Translation  of  my  article  follows: 

Jews  from  Sandersleben:  As  far  as  America1 

Now  that  I  am  retired,  I  deal  with  family 
history.  Thus  it  happened  that  my  long- 
time friend  Gerry  Leeds  and  his  wife 
Lilo  asked  me  to  organize  their  historic 
material  and  to  update  it,  and  in  some  cases  to 
translate  it  into  English.  It  is  to  be  a  family 
history  for  them  and  for  family  members, 
because  [our  generation]  is  the  last  to  know 
German  and  to  appreciate  whence  we  came... 

The  most  important  document  which  Mr. 
Leeds  gave  me,  was  a  nice,  old-fashioned 
...book  in  which  his  father,  Richard  Liep- 
mannsohn  in  1935  recorded  ancestral  charts, 
plus  a  short  narrative.  They  disclose  quite 
clearly  that  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  Leeds  reach 
back  to  Sandersleben. 


died2  1781  in  Sandersleben  "son  of  an  old  Jew 
born  here,  who  died  about  20  years  earlier.3" 


Sandersleben  is  in  SW  (lower  left).  Province  of  Anhalt  was 
mostly  surrounded  by  Preussen  [Prussia] 


Since  I  wanted  to  do  more  than  a  mere  trans- 
lation, I  discovered,  among  others,  the  two 
articles  [cited  above]  by  Peter  Puschendorf.  He 
mentions  in  the  first  article  Nochem  Salomon 


All  kinds  of  things  could  now  be  added,  for 
example  that  the  father  of  Nochem  was  named 
Salomon  Jakob,  who  died  around  1733,  and 
that  his  widow  -  no  name  -  was  mentioned  in 
1735.  Salomon  and  Nochem  were  among  the 


Sounds  better  in  German;  it  is  a  mild  pun  on 
Puschendorf  s  article:  Jews  in  S. 
Although  German  is  or  was  my  native  tongue,  I  asked 
the  editors  to  clean  up  my  typescript.  They  did.  I 
haven't  checked  the  details,  but  the  result  is  quite 
acceptable. 


"1734/ 


Error  in  my  original  German  where  this  read 


[A  quotation  from  an  old  document,  not 
intended  by  Puschendorf  to  be  pejorative.] 
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first  "protected"  Jews  allowed  to  settle  in  S. 
toward  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  We 
also  know  that  Salomon  Jakob  attended  the 
[historic]  Leipzig  Fair  in  1699.  His  daughter 
married  in  Sandersleben  Nathan  Hirsch  from 
Halberstadt,  mentioned  several  times  by 
Puschendorf. 

Nochem  Salomon  was  named  Joachim 
Salomon  in  German.  His  full  Hebrew  Name 
was  Nahum  [Nochem]  ben  Salomon  Halevi.  He 
died  1781,  and  was  married  to  Chaichem 
(Chaja).  Like  Salomon  Jakob,  he  too  visited 
the  Leipzig  Fair,  documented  fori 754.  For  a 
period  he  served  as  Vorsteher  [head]  of  the 
Jewish  community. 

Richard  Liepmannssohn  wrote,  in  the  book 
cited  above,  about  Nahum:  "With  his  brother- 
in-law  Nathan,  he  swore  the  pledge  as  a  pro- 
tected Jew  on  10  May  1740  in  Dessau.  This 
conformed  to  the  regulations  when  he  estab- 
lished his  independence  [presumably  his  own 
household]  through  marriage.  Only  in  1735  did 
they  collect  the  actual  document,  after  Prince 
Dietrich  began  enforcement. 

The  short  family  history  follows.  Let  me  add  a 
few  details  about  the  author,  Richard  Liep- 
mannssohn. He  was  a  descendant  of  Salomon 
Jakob,  the  patriarch  in  Sandersleben.  R.L.  was 
born  1 878  in  Karlsruhe,  later  went  to  Berlin, 
then  established  a  leather  wholesale  business  in 
Hamburg.  There  he  married  Margarete  Hirsch, 
born  1885  in  Hamburg. 

In  1938  the  family  emigrated.  In  San  Francisco 
they  simplified  the  family  name  to  Lipmanson, 
following  the  lead  of  relatives  who  had  done  so 
early  in  the  20th  c.  in  the  U.S. 

Two  sons,  Helmut  and  Gerhard,  when  they 
went  into  the  U.S.  Army  and  went  to  war, 
changed  it  further  to  Harold  Leeds,  and  Gerard 


Leeds.  A  daughter,  Susi,  married  Harry 
Moellerich  in  San  Francisco,  where  she  lives 
today  as  a  widow,  with  children  and 
grandchildren. 

Richard  L.  began  his  family  history  when  he 
still  had  his  leather  business  in  Hamburg.  At 
first  he  wrote  in  pencil,  then,  when  he  was  sure 
of  his  facts  and  dates,  in  ink,  as  follows: 

Jamilie  Lieppmannssobn  [a  translation] 

The  current  German  government,  which 
has  been  in  power  since  1933  and  calls 
itself  national  socialist  [Nazi],  has 
revoked  the  legal  parity  which  German  Jews 
have  enjoyed  since  the  emancipation  of  the 
early  19th  century,  and  has  subjected  the 
German  Jews  to  special  laws. 

These  laws  have  led  in  Germany  to  broad  gene- 
alogical inquiries,  on  the  part  of  Christians  to 
avoid  certain  disadvantages,  on  the  part  of  self- 
confident  Jews  as  evidence  of  their  good  Jew- 
ish antecedents  of  which  they  are  proud.  In 
addition  the  present  book,  which  is  a  genea- 
logical inquiry,  is  intended  as  a  family  tree 
which  will  stand  for  all  times. 

All  relevant  sources,  not  only  Jewish  communi- 
ties but  also  municipal  and  clerical  offices,  have 
willingly  given  me  the  requested  information. 
The  Jewish  communities  in  Sandersleben  and  in 
Dessau  were  relevant  for  the  oldest  ancestors 
which  could  be  found,  the  latter  because  the 
Dessau  rabbinate  includes  the  Sandersleben 
community.  In  fact  there  was  found  in  Dessau 
a  chevra  [burial]  book  which  had  been  com- 
piled by  the  Jewish  community  in  Sandersleben; 
it  provided  valuable  insights  as  to  the  oldest 
connections  of  our  family.  Here  is  what  was 
sent  to  me  by  the  Jewish  community  of  Dessau 
in  a  communication  of  24  May  1934: 


We  were  able  unequivocally  to  establish,  from  an 
old  chevra  book  from  Sandersleben,  which  we  dis- 
covered recently,  that  the  Joachim  family,  later 
Salomon,  from  Sandersleben,  belong  to  the  Levites 
and  that  this  is  a  family  of  scholars  and  Talmudists. 

In  this  context  it  should  be  mentioned  that 
Jews  in  Germany  generally  had  only  first  names 
and  no  family  names  until  early  in  the  nine- 
teenth century.  When  the  latter  were  intro- 
duced, our  ancestor  Joachim  (1753-1836)  and 
his  children  took  the  name  of  Salomon,  with 
the  exception  of  our  [direct]  ancestor  Jehuda, 
his  only  son,  who  took  the  name  Louis  Emil 
Liepmannssohn,  and  our  family  takes  its  name 
from  him. 

My  contemporary,  the  distinguished  historian, 
Rabbi  Dr.  Max  Freudenthal  in  Nuremberg,  and 
now  in  Munich,  as  part  of  his  research  into 
Jewish  education,  looked  closely  into  our 
family  which  he  published  in  Volume  6,  Nr. 
2/3,  1936,  Zeitschrift fuer  die  Geschichte  der 
Juden  in  Deutschland  [Periodical  for  the  His- 
tory of  the  Jews  in  Germany],  of  which  he  is 
the  publisher.  A  copy  is  in  our  family  file,  with 
a  dedication  by  the  author.  Freudenthal  used 
the  following  sources  for  his  work.  [Omitted 
here  and  in  German  article  which  does  include 
rather  generous  summary.]4. 

[  This  is  the  end  of  the  fair  copy  of  the  narra- 
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five;  in  fact  it  continues,  but  Richard  L.  left  the 
remaining  material  in  draft  form,  here  further 
translated.  His  notes  continue:] 

Freudenthal's  discoveries  thus  are  authentic 
and  were  accepted  by  me  in  the  preparation  of 
the  present  book. 

In  addition  to  our  Liepmannssohn  family  there 
is  only  one  other  with  the  same  name5,  not  re- 
lated to  us  but  also  originating  in  Sandersleben. 
It  too  is  mentioned  by  Freudenthal  in  his 
article.  Unlike  our  family,  they  are  not  Levites. 
Dr.  Paul  Liepmannsohn,  dentist,  residing  here 
[in  Hamburg]  is  part  of  this  family.  His  an- 
cestor was  Lipmann  Hess,  nail  maker  [smith], 
married  to  Rahel,  nee  Fulda,  in  Sandersleben. 
One  of  his  sons  named  himself  Schlesinger  and 
the  other  one  Selig  Louis  Lippmannsohn. 

My  descendants  are  to  keep  this  family  book 
current  by  adding  new  pages,  also  for  their 
wives  [spouses]  and  their  ancestral  tables. 

[The  narrative  continues  in  pencil  but  is  much 
more  tentative,  as  juxtaposed  to  the  family 
group  sheets  which  follow  it.  They,  plus  a 
Stammtafel,  a  family  tree  he  drew  up  in  1935 
and  dedicated  to  his  sister  Fanni,  provide  spe- 
cific details  incorporated  in  the  computer- 
based  printout  which  is  appended  to  this  trans- 
lation, -gaj 


4  Ein  Geschlecht  von  Erziehern"  von  Rabbiner 
Dr.  Max  Freudenthal,  Zeitschrift  fuer  die  Geschichte 
der  Juden  in  Deutschland;  Jahrgang  6,  Nummer  2/3, 
pp.  141-168,  1935 


A  Family  of  Educators  by  Dr.  Max  Freudenthal,  Rabbi, 
originally  appeared  in  Periodical  for  the  History  of  the 
Jews  in  Germany,  Vol.  6,  Number  2/3,  pp.  141-168, 
1935.  It  is  a  history  of  the  Liepmannssohn/Leeds 
family.  Translated  May  1996  by  George  E.  Arnstein, 
Washington,  DC.  Copy  on  deposit  at  Leo  Baeck 
institute,  NYC. 


5  [But  note  that  this  family  spells  it 
Liepmansohn  with  only  one  s.] 
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